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SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT CHRISTMAS
When Jesus Christ was born, a lot of people didn’t realize what they were missing.
Listen to the account of Jesus’ birth from Luke 2:1-7:

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should
be taken of the entire Roman world.  (This was the first census that
took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.)  And everyone
went to his own town to register.  So Joseph also went up from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of
David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.  He went
there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him
and was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for
the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there
was no room for them in the inn.

So for most people, life is busily going on as usual.  Bethlehem is packed with those
who are registering for the census.  People are busy spending time with family and
friends.  Meals are being served and the local inns are filled to capacity.  But in the
midst of all the commotion, tucked away in a very humble place, a baby is being born.
Instead of having the best nurses and facilities at Bethlehem Memorial Hospital, this
baby is simply wrapped in cloths and placed in a feeding trough for animals.  Instead
of a celebrating crowd of honored guests in their best attire, this baby is welcomed
only by mom and dad and a few lowly shepherds.

Jesus is born.  Jesus, the pre-existing Son of God and Lord of all Creation who was
with God and was God from the very beginning of time.  Jesus, the Savior of the
World who came to restore us to a right relationship with God.  Jesus, our Wonderful
Counselor who gave us the Holy Spirit so that we might be empowered to bring God’s
hope and healing to our world.

Attention everyone in Bethlehem!  Don’t get caught up with business as usual.  Turn
down the noise for a second.  Because you’re missing something.  Something HUGE.
Jesus is born.  Do you know how significant he is?  Do you realize that Jesus can
change your life, and then can use you and me to change the world?

My church family at GVBC, we can be a lot like Bethlehem today.  During these next
few weeks you may encounter family members and friends who are getting caught up
with business as usual – shopping, presents, Christmas parties, and family
gatherings.  One way you can turn down the noise is to look for opportunities to
“spread the word” about what Christmas is really about.  Read the Christmas story
from the Bible at your upcoming Christmas gathering.  Before your children or
grandchildren open a single present, share with them about how Jesus is God’s gift to
us, and have them think of things that they can thank God for.  Spend less on
Christmas gifts so you can reallocate that money toward giving generously to the
global projects of Advent Conspiracy – give water in Thailand, give future in Mexico,
and give love in Brazil.  Spend quality time with someone who doesn’t know Jesus
very well and share how Jesus has completely changed your perspective and given
you hope.

When the angels appeared to the shepherds and told them about the birth of Jesus,
Luke 2:17 tells us that these shepherds “spread the word concerning what had been
told them about this child.”  Let’s do the same, because a lot of people around us
don’t know what they are missing.  So GVBC, it’s time to rise up and speak up.  Let’s
spread the word about Christmas!

His servant,
Daniel Matsuda
Associate Pastor, Marriage & Family
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PASTOR OF GOD’S HEART
PART 2: PROFILE OF PASTOR STEVE LANGLEY
BY KATHY AISO

“Christ is the best relationship you will ever have.”
— Pastor Steve Langley

“IT WAS ALMOST VERBAL,”
shared Pastor Steve Langley.
Pastor Steve was referring to his
calling to ministry in summer 1968.
While serving as a youth counselor
at Thousand Pines Camp, he
experienced an inner prompting
from the Holy Spirit. He was called
to ministry.

GOD LAYS THE FOUNDATION
While in the Navy, God began laying the foundation to
prepare Pastor Steve for ministry. As a Navy
photographer, he was assigned to the River Patrol Flotilla
5 stationed at Binh Thuy in Vietnam. There, he was able to
connect with his former youth pastor from Calvary Baptist
Church in Gardena (now named CrossRoads) where he
had attended since childhood. Former CBC youth pastor,
Al Vanselow, served as an Army military chaplain at the
29th Evacuation Hospital. After Pastor Steve shared he
received a calling to ministry, Pastor Al took him under his
wing. On Sundays, Pastor Steve became Pastor Al’s
assistant, helping with the communion at the Sunday
morning services and also learning to pray for the sick and
injured on hospital visitations. “Pastor Al was a pastor’s
pastor. He always went over and above,” affirmed Pastor
Steve.

THE IDEAL PASTOR’S WIFE
After the Navy, Pastor Steve returned to Harbor College
and received his A.A. After completing his junior year at
Cal State University Dominguez Hills (CSUDH), he
married his wife, Nancy, at Whittier First Baptist Church in
August 1972. It is a testament to Nancy because to this
day Pastor Steve affirms, “Nancy is the ideal pastor’s
wife.”  Nancy’s love of youth reflected in her active
involvement in the children’s ministry wherever they
served. A woman of heart, intelligence, and discernment,
Nancy serves as a good helpmate to Pastor Steve.

A PROVIDENTIAL CALLING
After Pastor Steve graduated from CSUDH with a B.A. in
history in 1973, Pastor Al contacted him about serving as
a pastoral intern at his church during the summer. It was
providential because three months at Stockton First
Baptist Church (SFBC) turned into 13 years of ministry for
Pastor Steve. He went from pastoral intern to church
administrator to eventually associate pastor. As pastoral
intern, Pastor Al immediately put him in charge of the
building program. Although he had no prior experience, he
learned on the job and successfully completed the project.
While at SFBC, he worked part-time at the church and
attended American Baptist Seminary of the West (ABSW)
in Berkeley. It was a 160 mile round trip, but thanks to the
Lord, Pastor Steve’s perseverance, and a series of reliable
vehicles, he attended classes as a part-time student and

graduated. In 1978, he received his Masters of Divinity
from ABSW. Then that summer, he was ordained and
became associate pastor of SFBC. Under Pastor Al,
Pastor Steve had a good role model of a senior pastor
which would serve him well in the future.

Pastor Steve and Nancy had a lot of fond memories, when
they left SFBC. Not only had Pastor Steve been a pastoral
intern, church administrator, and associate pastor, but their
two lovely daughters, Kerry and Melissa, were born during
their years of ministry. In addition, Pastor Steve also
received his seminary education. In September 1985, he
felt called to Whittier First Baptist Church where he served
as senior pastor. Nancy took it upon herself to head the
children’s ministry. They were able to bring in youth to a
church which was filled with older people. After the
Northridge earthquake caused major damage to the
church, Pastor Steve headed the construction project to
repair the historic building. He enlisted lay people to serve
as contractors, plumber, and workers for the building which
had been red tagged. The completed project was a
success.

PASTOR STEVE’S CALLING TO GVBC
The rest of the story lies in Pastor Steve’s calling to GVBC
as senior pastor. In retrospect, March 15, 1994 was a
momentous day — the beginning of Pastor Steve’s fruitful
ministry at GVBC. GVBCer Nelson Shirota captured the
essence of Pastor Steve as senior pastor and committed
Christian, “Pastor Steve is a man of wisdom, humility and
grace. He has been a source of strength and counsel to
me and I appreciate that he has always been willing to do
what is right before God, even if it was not popular in the
world of men. I have seen the call of pastor take a heavy
toll on the wives and families of the men who answered as
well as on the men themselves. I appreciate that Pastor
Steve has given so much of himself to us and I want him to
know he has been a blessing as the Father’s heart, mind
and hands on Earth. My children know the Lord because of
Pastor Steve’s humble service. His legacy is secure for
generations to come.”

FAMILY IS CHERISHED
In addition to Nancy’s support of Pastor Steve, he also has
a wonderful supportive family. Their daughters and sons-in
-law, Pastor Thien & Kerry Doan, Jonathan & Melissa
Frey, and six lovely, lively, and spirited grandchildren, ages
three to 15. Pastor Steve cherishes his family and receives
special joy from his grandchildren. In his office, he has one
section of wall devoted to his grandchildren. Photos of
them as well as family adorn his office. He also loves all
things Disney.  He and Nancy, along with family, enjoy
visiting the Magic Kingdom. Disneyland holds special
memories for him. As an eight year old, Pastor Steve and
his family visited the Magic Kingdom on opening day in
summer 1955.

A native of Southern California, Pastor Steve and his
family moved to Gardena when he was four. In being
raised in a strong Christian family, Pastor Steve and his
younger siblings, Melissa, Kirby, and John, accompanied
their parents to Calvary Baptist Church in Gardena. In the
5th grade, he received the Lord along with the other boys in
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO
Bruce Kaji, Jon & Lisa Kaji and family in the passing of their beloved wife and mother,
Frances. The funeral will be held on Thursday, December 29 at 10:30 a.m. at GVBC.
Pastor Steve Langley will officiate. Reception following.

Rex & Linda Hayashi and family in the passing of Linda’s beloved mother, Eileen
Takemoto, who passed away on Wednesday, November 23. A private funeral will be
held on Saturday, December 10.

Saturday Night Dinner, January 21, 2017
5:00 — 7:30 p.m., Community Hall

or

Sunday Afternoon Luncheon, January 22, 2017
12:30 — 3:00 p.m., Community Hall

Register after the worship services
or

Pick up a registration flyer in the Narthex or office
DEADLINE: Sign up through December 18 or until capacity is filled

his Sunday school class. During junior high school, he acquired a paper route which prevented him from attending
church. In high school, he returned to Calvary Baptist Church where his Sunday school teacher, Don Gady, had a
positive and strong influence on his Christian walk. During high school while at a Billy Graham Crusade, he recommitted
his life to the Lord. He became active in lay ministry which eventually led to his calling as a pastor.

JESUS IS AN EXAMPLE OF HUMILITY AND SERVANTHOOD
One of Pastor Steve’s favorite Bible passages, Philippians 2:1-8 remind him of following Christ’s example of humility and
servanthood. As a servant/leader, Pastor Steve is a person of character, heart, and humility who actively seeks God’s
will. He has a deepening relationship with the Lord, earnestly seeking Him through daily devotions, prayer and study of
the Bible. He is nurturing, having a heart for the physically and emotionally hurt, destitute, and unsaved. Most
importantly, he takes action. He possesses the rare quality of inner strength which is why he is teachable. When the
situation calls for it, he learns from others. In the end, he is all the more wiser for it. He sets an example as a true and
vibrant Christian. His personhood is part of the legacy he leaves as he retires on January 31, 2017. We are all the better
for having known him. Pastor Steve is looking forward to his retirement on January 31, 2017.

(Pastor Steve’s profile 2)
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19

(R front) Gerald Mayewaki with ITDP workers

Becky Mann with a mother
and baby from the village

Thai Team with the filter tank

The new water tank says
Jesus Loves Me in Thai

Pastor Steve Langley spray painting the
handprint of the So Mae pastor's wife

THAILAND WATER PROJECT BY Grace Hayashi, Thailand Team
From Wednesday, October 26 — Wednesday, November 9, a team of five,
including Pastor Steve Langley, Emi Osato, Gerald Mayewaki, Timothy
Keahey, and myself (Grace Hayashi) was sent to Thailand by GVBC. We
partnered with Mike & Becky Mann, long-term American Baptist missionaries
in Thailand. They started an organization called Integrated Tribal
Development Program (ITDP) which aims to bring development in the form of
water, health, agriculture, education, and churches to the Hill Tribe people of
Thailand. This is GVBC’s second year doing a water project with ITDP. We
helped to build a filter tank, a water storage tank, faucets, and bathrooms for
So Mae village to help the Christian community to continue to grow and to
help provide water for the whole village during the dry season. It was a
blessing to serve with this incredible team from GVBC and our wonderful
partners in Thailand. Becky Mann was with us the entire time and she is an
incredible woman. Every day she would go talk to the villagers and build
relationships with them. She cares about them as people and desires to help
meet their needs. She is a wonderful bridge between us and the ITDP
workers and the villagers, helping us to better understand the people we are
working alongside. She is also very active in an area in Thailand called Ma
Oh Jo which ITDP developed starting with water. Now, they have a
flourishing Christian school and Becky follows up with all the children who
attend and helps those who cannot afford to pay for school in rice. She has
such a heart for people. ITDP faithfully does ministry throughout the year,
completing 10-12 water projects a year with or without a church mission team
helping as we did. We are grateful to have the privilege to partner with such a
wonderful organization and such great people. They will be returning to So
Mae village in early December to help complete more bathrooms for the
villagers and to check on the water tank. Here are some thoughts from our
team members:

Pastor Steve Langley:
One of the highlights of the time with the village of So Mae was the way the
Christians (10 families out of 36) were trying to reach out to the non-
Christians. One example was a 21-year-old mother of two (2 and 6 years)
who they did not even know her name, but were trying to help her. The
reason she needed help was because, during the birth of her second child,
she had a medical problem which left her right side of her face, her right arm
and hand, and her tongue paralyzed. Her husband was trying to take care of
his mother who was also sick. He was in depression and becoming an
alcoholic. He was Buddhist. But, the Christians were trying to get her help.
The closest hospital was 4.5 hours away and had just sent her home. The
Christians were helping the family even though she could not speak. They
were caring for the children, to help her with the simple duties of a village
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wife. They brought her to us to see what we could do. Becky Mann is now seeing
about getting her to a hospital in Chiang Mai. “As often as you do this to the least of
these, you do it unto me.”

Emi Osato:
After 6 days of working together, ITDP workers, villagers — both Christians and non-
Christians and us — put our hand prints on the water tank we made together. I see
smiles on faces when Pastor Steve sprayed each person’s hand on the tank. At the
moment, I felt everyone just forget about all the hard work we did these past 6 days
— digging, mixing cements, almost falling from the mud hill, carrying heavy buckets
of rocks and sands, and many other moments. I felt we were one by Christ. This is
all about love of God, agape love Pastor Steve preached about on Sunday (I
Corinthians 13). I’ll never forget the moment.

One of my many experiences I will carry with me for a long time was the Sunday
service we had with the Christians in the village. The children’s group sang, the
women’s choir sang, and the church choir sang their hearts to God. It was quite a
moving and emotional experience for me knowing God had been faithful and
delivered a wonderful water project which could help grow His love throughout the
village of So Mae.

Timothy Keahey:
During the missions trip, I encountered a particularly challenging difficulty while
assisting with one of the water tank assignments. I was attempting to use a machete
for the first time and was not performing well. In addition, I was surrounded by many
of the villagers who were my age and were all doing well with the task. I was
frustrated and felt useless as well as jealous of their ability until I prayed for strength
and a proper mindset. God answered immediately when one of the people with us
called to me and told me one of the workers wanted him to translate a conversation
for me. It was welcomed, for the villager was friendly and had wanted to talk to
me, but could not do so because of the language barrier. Also, the young man
who was translating turned out to be a Burmese evangelist and learning about
him and his life in the refugee camp was very encouraging. The tension in my
mind was quickly released and I was able to focus on performing the task to the
best of my ability.

(Our Mission Field 4)

Tim Keahey & Emi Osato
constructing a bathroom

(L) Grace Hayashi, Becky Mann, and
Emi Osato

Village women with (last three on R) Becky
Mann, Emi Osato, and Grace Hayashi

(far R) Gerald Mayewaki with
villagers digging ditches for water
pipelines

So Mae village church congregation

(L) Tim Keahey, Gerald Mayewaki, a
host family, and Pastor Steve Langley



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR
MAHALO: MERCY AFFIRMATION HEALING ACCOUNTABILITY
LOVE OVERCOMING
[NOTE: time change] Sundays, 12:30 p.m., Room 252. For more
info contact Diane Ujiiye at: mahalo@gvbc.net.

CLASSES OFFERED AT GVBC
Sunday, December 11, 12:30 p.m.
101 Class, Membership and Baptism. For high school age and up.
For those seeking information about GVBC and who would like to
become a member and/or be baptized.
201 Class, Designed to help you develop spiritual maturity.
401 Class, Redefining My Life’s Mission. Teaches you how to
redefine your life’s mission and how you can live as a witness to
Christ.
Baptism Sunday will be on January 1, 2017.
A light lunch is provided before each class. To register contact Jan
Magnani, ext. 0 or e-mail her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in
the subject line]. NOTE: Childcare is available. Let us know if you
need childcare.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, December 26 and Tuesday, December 27.

GVBCLIVE NEW YEAR’S EVE
Saturday, December 31, 10:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Come ring in the
New Year with worship and praise led by our GVBCLIVE worship
team. Check them out at: www.gvbclive.com.

2017
BAPTISM SUNDAY
Sunday, January 1, both worship services in the Sanctuary.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, January 2. New Years Day observed.
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GVBC SANCTUARY DOORS OPEN AT 5:30 P.M.
PROGRAM STARTS AT 6:00 P.M.
REFRESHMENTS AFTER

ALL IN JAPANESE
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FINANCIAL REPORT

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, December 21 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, December 18.

GVBC HOME FOR RENT
3-bedroom, 2-bath, all hardwood floors, in Gardena near Pacific
Square. Includes stove. $2,200/month. Available in January 2017.
Call Wendy in the office (310) 323-5683, ext. 672.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Operation Christmas Child Gift Box count totaled 629 gift boxes
donated. Thank you all for your love for children around the world.

$80,000
$90,000

$100,000
$110,000
$120,000
$130,000
$140,000
$150,000

General Fund - October

Income
received
Expenses

$1,000,000
$1,050,000
$1,100,000
$1,150,000
$1,200,000
$1,250,000
$1,300,000

General Fund - Jan-Oct

Adopted
budget
Income
received
Expenses

$600,000
$650,000
$700,000
$750,000
$800,000
$850,000
$900,000
$950,000

Nehemiah 5 - cumulative
  thru October 2016

Straightline
Goal
Received

Donations and Flowers given
in honor or loving memory

FROM TO

Merrick Yoshida and Maurice Ishimoto
Jodie, Voltaire & Julie Rivera

Shig & Lilly Kawashiri Alma Watanabe
Mary Maeda family Mike Maeda
Susie Shelley Doris Flower

Nehemiah building fund

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones
support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.



┌ ┐

Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street
Gardena, CA  90247-3712

Phone (310) 323-5683
Website www.gvbc.net
E-mail gvbc@gvbc.net
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

Hope of the World

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
Third Sunday of Advent
Zechariah’s Prophecy: Luke 1:67-80
Pastor Daniel Matsuda

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Simeon’s Prophecy: Luke 2:29-32
Pastor Steve Langley

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24
6:00 p.m. family service includes children’s story
11:00 p.m. includes communion service

CHRISTMAS FAMILY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25
Pastor Steve Langley
(No Sunday School — everyone will join together)


